
Dotting the i’s, Crossing the t’s and meeting Kids Needs

District Policies and Procedures
July 28, 2021

Amy Rhone, State Director and Administrator Office of Special Education
Kris Elmshaeuser, Assistant Administrator Office of Special Education



Outcome for today’s session:
This session will focus on the purpose for having good special education 
policies and procedures in place.  With well defined policies and 
procedures, the practice of providing special education services and 
supports to students will be more effective.  NDE staff will share the new 
Technical Assistance Document for writing Policies and Procedures in 
special education and understanding the requirements under IDEA and 
being in compliance with Rule 51.  



•Federal requirements: Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, 204 (IDEA).
•State regulations: Nebraska Rule 51: Regulations and Standards for Special Education Programs.

https://sites.ed.gov/idea/regs/b
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/regs/b
https://cdn.education.ne.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Rule51_2017.pdf
https://cdn.education.ne.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Rule51_2017.pdf


Responsibilities

34 CFR §§300.201 (IDEA)

The LEA, in providing for the education of children with disabilities 
within its jurisdiction, must have in effect policies, procedures, and 
programs that are consistent with the State policies and procedures.



Responsibilities

34 CFR §§300.149
The SEA is responsible for ensuring—
(1) That the requirements of this part are carried out; and
(2) That each educational program for children with disabilities administered within the State, including each 
program administered by any other State or local agency (but not including elementary schools and 
secondary schools for Indian children operated or funded by the Secretary of the Interior)—
(i) Is under the general supervision of the persons responsible for educational programs for children with 
disabilities in the SEA; and
(ii) Meets the educational standards of the SEA (including the requirements of this part).
(3) In carrying out this part with respect to homeless children, the requirements of subtitle B of title VII of 
the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 11431 et seq.) are met.
(b) The State must have in effect policies and procedures to ensure that it complies with the monitoring and 
enforcement requirements in §§300.600 through 300.602 and §§300.606 through 300.608.

https://sites.ed.gov/idea/regs/b/b/300.149/a/1
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/regs/b/b/300.149/a/2
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/regs/b/b/300.149/a/2/i
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/regs/b/b/300.149/a/2/ii
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/regs/b/b/300.149/a/3
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/regs/b/b/300.149/b


When might policy and procedure reviews 
occur?



Identified Areas of Improvement



Guidance Document



Guidance Document

Purpose: To provide districts guidance towards policy and procedure development
Reminder: Districts should consult with their board attorney for final policy review.
Access:
•Full document   •Individual sections
Guidance includes:
•General overview
•Side-by-side comparison of relevant federal and state regulations
•District considerations for policy and procedure development
•Template for procedure development



Leadership Team

•Well-rounded to obtain various perspectives and expertise (suggested team 
members)
•Identify current policies and procedures
•Review rules and regulations for federal and state
•Determine needed policies and needed procedures
•Create task and action plans



Policy and Procedures

Policy
•Should help identify the ways in the 
which the state rules (and more 
encompassing federal regulations) 
will be implemented, applied, and 
understood at local level
•Adopted by the school board
•Publicly available
•Student and parent handbook
•Considerations

Procedures
·Assist with:
·Effective policy implementation
·Prevention of problematic or 
negligent practices
·Include:
·Breakdown of needed tasks to 
meet a desired outcome
·Who, what, when, where
·Meet a stranger's test



92 NAC 51-004.08A Requirements

School districts and approved cooperatives are required to 
develop, adopt, and have on file with the Nebraska 
Department of Education current policies, procedures, and 
forms for special education programs for all resident public 
and nonpublic school children with disabilities, in accordance 
with all applicable state and federal requirements



92 NAC 51-004.08A Requirements

Policies and procedures Shall Govern
•Identification
•Evaluation
•Verification
•Individualized education program
•Placement (least restrictive environment)
•Confidentiality
•Procedural safeguards
•Comprehensive system of personnel 
development
•Transportation
•Surrogate parents within the school district or 
approved cooperative 

•Free appropriate public education
•Child find
•Transition from Part C of the IDEA to 
preschool programs
•Children in nonpublic schools
•Personnel standards
•Performance goals and indicators
•Participation in assessments
•Reporting related to assessment results
•Suspension and expulsion



Side-by-Side 
Comparisons Important to review both:

•Districts are expected to 
meet federal regulations as 
well as state rules

•Nebraska has some rules 
that are specific to the state



Sample Policy Statement

•The sample is only a general example and is meant as guidance.
•It may not be exhaustive.
•Districts should consult with their board attorney when developing 
district policy to ensure they meet all requirements.



Procedural Considerations

•List of questions or items for considerations as districts work towards 
developing procedures
•Provided to facilitate leadership team conversations and guide task 
identification
•Not exhaustive 



Guidance Resource

Includes:
•Websites of technical assistance centers
•Department memos, guidance documents, and resources
•Federally funded parent center information resources
•Federal (OSEP and Office of Civil Rights) guidance and policy 
documents 



So now what?

Next Steps:
1. Check to see if the district has policies for each of 

the areas identified in 92 NAC 51-004.08A 
Requirements.

2. What procedures do you have in place for each of 
the areas identified and check for holes within the 
procedures. 

3. Develop a leadership team to use the Guidance 
Document and review all district policies and 
procedures. 




